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Abstract

Curriculum, as one of the fundamental pillars of education, plays a vital role in guiding learning and teaching processes.
Curriculum counseling, with an emphasis on descriptive evaluation, can contribute to improving teachers’ performance and
student learning. This study aimed to analyze experts’ perspectives on the role of curriculum counseling in enhancing
teachers’ performance and improving learners’ learning. The research employed a quantitative approach and used a
questionnaire to collect data. The research sample included 41 education experts. The results of data analysis using a one-
sample t-test showed that experts strongly agreed with the impact of descriptive evaluation on formulating educational
objectives (M = 4.44, SD = 0.56) and selecting teaching strategies (M = 4.64, SD = 0.44). These findings indicate that
descriptive evaluation can effectively enhance educational processes and improve teaching quality.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Curriculum plays a central and strategic role in the organization and guidance of educational systems, acting
as the structural framework through which learning and teaching processes are defined and implemented
(Karim et al., 2021). It includes various components such as instructional goals, content, teaching methods,
and assessment procedures, all designed to meet the educational needs of students (VanTassel-Baska & Baska,
2021). Scholars regard curriculum not merely as a guideline for educational stakeholders but also as a powerful
means of transmitting societal values, cultural norms, and critical life skills (Demszky et al., 2024; van der
Hoeven et al., 2024; Yang, 2022). An effective curriculum enables educators to adopt innovative teaching
strategies and promotes active student engagement, thus fostering improved learning outcomes (Smith &
Gillespie, 2023). Well-structured curricula can convert learning environments into dynamic and motivating
spaces where learners not only gain knowledge but also develop essential life competencies (Munna & Kalam,
2021).

Among the vital elements supporting curriculum implementation is curriculum counseling, a professional
practice that provides evidence-based strategies for improving teaching effectiveness and enhancing student
learning (Papay et al., 2020). In the context of rapid societal, technological, and economic change, curriculum
counselors play a critical role by helping educators adapt teaching methods to meet students’ diverse needs
(Stronge & Tucker, 2020). Teachers, as the primary agents of instruction, require consistent professional
feedback and support to maintain and improve their performance, a need that curriculum counseling directly
addresses (Vreuls et al., 2022). By offering tailored solutions, curriculum counselors facilitate meaningful
classroom interactions and foster pedagogical strategies that are responsive to student diversity (van der
Hoeven et al., 2024).

Modern educational systems confront various challenges, including individual learning differences, limited
instructional resources, and the need to align with evolving societal demands (Amir et al., 2020). Curriculum
counseling responds to these challenges through creative, adaptable solutions—such as integrating educational
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technologies—that enhance student engagement and learning effectiveness (Cebrian et al., 2020). However,
despite its value, curriculum counseling still faces significant obstacles, such as the lack of clear policies and
limited access to specialized resources in schools (Momanyi & Rop, 2020). These barriers, compounded by
organizational misalignments among policymakers, administrators, and counselors, hinder the full realization
of curriculum counseling’s potential (Marsidin, 2022).

A growing body of international research has emphasized the importance of curriculum counseling and school
leadership in improving instructional quality and student achievement. Karim et al. (2021) highlighted the
impact of managerial support and teacher competency development on teaching quality. Estiani and colleagues
(2022) noted the importance of leadership in fostering responsibility and professional ethics among teachers
(Karim et al., 2021). Warman et al. (2022) found that both democratic and authoritarian leadership styles can
positively influence teacher performance when combined with targeted training and classroom supervision
(Warman et al., 2022). Blewitt et al. (2020) confirmed that social-emotional learning curricula improve
teacher-child interactions and classroom management (Blewitt et al., 2020), while Alenezi (2020) emphasized
the role of digital tools in enhancing instructional behaviors and academic outcomes (Alenezi, 2020).

Given these insights, this study aimed to investigate experts’ perspectives on the role of curriculum counseling
in enhancing teacher performance and improving learner outcomes. Specifically, it addressed two primary
research questions: (1) What is the impact of descriptive evaluation on the formulation of instructional goals?
and (2) How does descriptive evaluation influence the selection of instructional strategies?

Methods and Materials

This study adopted a quantitative research design using a structured questionnaire to collect data. The sample
consisted of 41 experts in curriculum planning and educational consultancy, selected through chain and
purposive sampling methods. The participants included individuals with substantial experience in curriculum
evaluation and those actively employed in educational institutions.

The research instrument was a 23-item questionnaire using a five-point Likert scale ranging from "strongly
disagree" to "strongly agree." The questionnaire focused on participants’ opinions regarding the impact of
curriculum counseling—particularly descriptive evaluation—on instructional planning and delivery. Content
validity was confirmed through expert review, and the reliability was calculated using Cronbach’s alpha,
yielding a high coefficient of 0.91.

Data analysis involved both descriptive and inferential statistics. Descriptive statistics provided frequency
distributions, percentages, and central tendency measures. Inferential analysis employed the one-sample t-test
to assess whether the mean responses significantly differed from the neutral value (3) on the Likert scale.
Findings

Analysis of the demographic data revealed that the majority of participants held postgraduate degrees (39%)
and doctoral degrees (31.7%), with the remainder holding undergraduate qualifications (29.3%). In terms of
professional roles, 36.6% were educational specialists, followed by 29.3% university faculty members, while
smaller proportions identified as instructors, researchers, or unspecified.

Regarding the impact of descriptive evaluation on instructional goal formulation, most experts expressed
strong agreement. For instance, 56.1% and 34.1% agreed or strongly agreed that goal setting should reflect
student interests and needs, with a mean score of 4.39 and standard deviation of 0.86. Similar levels of
agreement were observed for statements emphasizing real-life relevance (M = 4.39, SD = 0.89), integration of
cognitive, affective, and psychomotor domains (M =4.60, SD = 0.77), higher-order cognitive goals (M =4.31,
SD = 0.87), and teacher-student collaboration in goal setting (M = 4.53, SD = 0.67).

As for instructional strategies, experts again expressed strong agreement on the importance of active learning
approaches and personalized feedback. A majority supported problem-solving and discovery-based methods
(M =4.60, SD = 0.62), qualitative feedback (M = 4.65, SD = 0.57), interpersonal engagement strategies (M =
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4.63, SD = 0.58), attention to individual differences (M = 4.73, SD = 0.44), and alignment between teaching
and assessment methods (M = 4.58, SD = 0.59).

One-sample t-test analysis confirmed that all mean values were significantly higher than the neutral midpoint
(p < 0.001). Specifically, the composite mean for instructional goal formulation was 4.44 (SD = 0.56), and for
instructional strategies, 4.64 (SD = 0.44), indicating widespread agreement among experts regarding the
positive influence of descriptive evaluation.

Discussion and Conclusion

This study explored the role of curriculum counseling, particularly through descriptive evaluation, in shaping
instructional objectives and strategies from the perspective of education experts. The findings revealed a high
level of expert consensus on the efficacy of descriptive evaluation in both areas. Descriptive evaluation was
viewed as instrumental in guiding the formulation of meaningful, student-centered instructional goals that
incorporate cognitive, emotional, and behavioral dimensions. Experts also emphasized its role in facilitating
innovative teaching approaches that promote active participation, interpersonal engagement, and adaptability
to individual learner needs.

The consistent statistical significance observed across all variables reinforces the conclusion that descriptive
evaluation is not only theoretically sound but also practically effective in enhancing educational outcomes.
The results also underscore the importance of collaborative goal-setting between teachers and students, as well
as the integration of real-life contexts into learning objectives.

These findings offer practical implications for curriculum designers, educational policymakers, and teacher
training programs. By embedding descriptive evaluation practices into instructional planning, educators can
align their teaching strategies with contemporary educational needs and learner diversity. Furthermore, the
strong expert support for active, personalized teaching methods suggests the need for targeted professional
development in these areas.

Despite its contributions, the study faced several limitations. The participant pool was limited to educational
experts, which may restrict the generalizability of findings to broader educator populations. The use of self-
reported questionnaires may have constrained the depth of insight into complex instructional dynamics. Future
research could benefit from qualitative approaches, cross-cultural comparisons, and longitudinal designs to
explore the sustained impact of curriculum counseling practices over time.

Ultimately, this study affirms the strategic importance of curriculum counseling in today’s dynamic
educational landscape. By highlighting the consensus among experts, it contributes to a growing body of
evidence advocating for the institutionalization of descriptive evaluation as a tool for teacher support and
learner advancement. Continued attention to this field promises to yield practical innovations and improved
learning experiences across educational systems.
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