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Abstract

The identity of the educational system of the Islamic Republic of Iran is centered on teaching life based on Islamic culture. The deeper
and more comprehensive philosophy of education is the education of life itself. A particular responsibility of the “educational system” is
to oversee the renewal, reconstruction, orientation, and integration of the country’s cultural and educational institutions. The content of
textbooks and educational, moral, and developmental programs in schools, along with the teacher's personality and teaching methods,
influence the formation of students' national and religious identity. Considering that the Fundamental Reform Document of Education of
the Islamic Republic of Iran serves as the primary reference for designing and formulating policies, and for defining the conditions for
implementing plans within the national formal public education system, it plays a central and vital role in shaping students’ identity. The
findings indicate that the teacher’s role has a significant impact on the development of students' religious and national identity. Dewey
believed that the pragmatic approach in schools is implemented through the role of the teacher as a supervisor. This study was conducted
with the aim of exploring the impact of the educational system of the Islamic Republic of Iran on the formation of students' national and
religious identity during the academic years 2023—2024. For this purpose, 22 school principals from both girls' and boys' schools across
all educational levels and grades in Tehran were selected as the target population. The conclusion drawn from the study shows that national

identity ranks second after religious identity.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

In the education system of the Islamic Republic of Iran, teaching is not limited to the transmission of academic
knowledge but extends to shaping national and religious identities. Education is understood as a cultural and
value-oriented process that seeks to socialize students based on Islamic-Iranian principles and beliefs. The
Fundamental Transformation Document of Education explicitly emphasizes the role of teachers as both moral
role models and strategic actors in achieving these identity-based goals within schools (Supreme Council of
Education, 2011). In this regard, the behavior and personality of teachers play a decisive role in nurturing
students' understanding of both national belonging and religious commitment.

National and religious identities are pivotal elements of students’ broader social identity. National identity, as
a construct of modernity, reflects a person's emotional, cognitive, and practical association with a nation-state
and its sociopolitical culture (Kurtaran, 2024; Suryadi, 2024). Meanwhile, religious identity denotes the
individual's sense of attachment and loyalty to a religious community and its doctrines, practices, and values
(Kiani, 2021; Tavasoli, 2001). In Iranian educational philosophy, these two identity domains are not in
contradiction; rather, they are conceived as complementary and intertwined, forming the basis of what is
termed "Islamic-Iranian identity" (Gol Mohammadi, 2001; Nagibzadeh, 1997).

The literature underlines the importance of the hidden curriculum and informal learning processes in shaping
identity. Teachers’ behaviors, attitudes, emotional expressions, and participation in religious or national events
often leave a stronger impact than formal instruction (Shahrpour, 2022; Shamsiri & Zakeri, 2022). Parsons'
theory of the classroom as a social system provides a powerful analytical framework, emphasizing how
students internalize values through everyday interactions with authority figures, especially teachers (Silver et
al., 1997). The role of teachers as moral exemplars in this context becomes vital.

Recent research has revealed a growing concern regarding the fragility of national identity among adolescents,
affected by both internal structural factors and external cultural pressures (Jahanshahi et al., 2024; Ng'eno,
2023). In parallel, religious identity has come under pressure due to secularization trends, globalization, and
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shifts in cultural consumption. Against this backdrop, schools serve as a strategic arena for counteracting such
threats and reinforcing collective identity narratives. Scholars have argued that teacher-led interventions,
including speeches, ceremonies, and guided discussions, contribute meaningfully to the process of identity
formation (Akbari & Farahbakhsh, 2023; Mohammadi, 2023; Wang et al., 2023).

Given the critical role of teachers, this study investigates the extent to which the behavior and personality of
Iranian teachers influence students’ religious and national identity development. Drawing on theoretical
foundations from sociology, educational psychology, and political culture, the study seeks to offer empirical
insights grounded in the lived realities of Iranian educational institutions.

Methods and Materials

This qualitative descriptive study was conducted during the 2023-2024 academic year. The research
population consisted of 22 principals from girls’ and boys’ schools across all educational levels in Tehran.
Data collection was carried out using a structured questionnaire containing 60 four-choice items measuring
teachers’ behavioral impact on students’ identity formation. The response options ranged from "very high" to
"low." The questionnaire was approved by the Research and Planning Office of the General Department of
Education in Tehran.

The study employed both document analysis and expert interviews to construct a comprehensive framework
for identity formation, with particular attention to alignment with the Fundamental Transformation Document.
Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, including frequency counts, percentages, and comparative
breakdowns based on gender and educational level. Furthermore, thematic comparison tables were prepared
to assess the conformity of responses with national policy directives on education and identity.

Findings

The findings of the study revealed that religious identity received stronger emphasis and reinforcement
compared to national identity. Responses indicated that the presence of religious clerics in schools and the
active participation of teachers in religious ceremonies had a "very high" or "high" effect on students’ religious
identity in the majority of cases. Over 70% of respondents affirmed that the teacher’s personality significantly
influenced the religious self-conception of students.

In contrast, while national identity was still positively impacted by teacher behavior, the intensity of influence
was relatively lower. For example, when asked about teachers' willingness to deliver speeches on national
identity, responses clustered around “medium,” indicating moderate engagement. However, participation in
national celebrations did yield stronger effects, especially among male teachers in boys’ schools.

Notably, the questionnaire revealed minimal signs of religious indifference or opposition among teachers, with
more than 76% reporting “low” or “no” signs of anti-religious sentiment. Similarly, the majority of respondents
denied any observable teacher apathy toward national identity. On the contrary, there were affirmative signs
of religious commitment and patriotic conduct among teachers, particularly in high school settings.
Furthermore, comparative analysis between boys' and girls' schools suggested that male teachers were more
visibly engaged in both religious and national activities. This gendered variation points to potential structural
or cultural differences in how schools frame identity-relevant behavior across educational contexts.

The conformity of empirical findings with the Fundamental Transformation Document was also evaluated.
The highest alignment was observed in areas such as cooperation with mosques, implementation of prayer
spaces, involvement in religious guidance, and moral modeling by teachers. Performance outputs were
categorized as "desirable" when strong alignment with policy and high levels of teacher engagement were
present.

Discussion and Conclusion

The results of this study affirm the critical role of teachers as agents of identity formation in the Iranian school
system. As revealed through the data, the religious and national dimensions of students’ identities are not only
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shaped by the content of the curriculum but also—perhaps more significantly—by the personal conduct,
attitudes, and behavioral consistency of their educators. These findings are in harmony with previous research
emphasizing the socializing function of teachers within the classroom microculture (Kiani, 2021; Shahrpour,
2022; Shamsiri & Zakeri, 2022).

The study also underscores the practical implementation of the Fundamental Transformation Document in
school life. The visible impact of teachers' behavior on students’ values and self-concepts demonstrates the
operational potential of national educational policies when translated effectively into school-level practices.
Such alignment is especially evident in activities involving religious engagement, such as group prayers, Quran
sessions, and moral guidance, where teachers act as direct facilitators of institutional goals.

At the same time, the relatively lower impact on national identity suggests a need for more intentional
strategies. The discrepancy between religious and national identity reinforcement may reflect broader
sociopolitical dynamics in Iranian society or perhaps a lack of structured pedagogical tools for promoting
national belonging. Addressing this gap will require both policy refinement and increased teacher training in
civic education.

From a theoretical standpoint, the study confirms that identity is a multi-dimensional and socially embedded
construct, influenced by both formal and informal educational elements (Danesh-Pazhoohan, 2021; Gol
Mohammadi, 2001). The results validate that the personality traits of teachers—especially when aligned with
institutional missions—can bridge the gap between policy intent and student transformation. This echoes the
findings of research conducted in other cultural contexts, such as China and Kenya, where the educational
system has been identified as a primary arena for promoting national cohesion and spiritual continuity (Ng'eno,
2023; Wang et al., 2023).

Ultimately, this study contributes to the understanding that successful identity formation in schools requires
more than curriculum design; it demands holistic teacher development that encompasses ethical training,
ideological clarity, and emotional intelligence. Teachers must not only teach values—they must embody them.
By doing so, they provide the stable cultural scaffolding through which students build their sense of self,
nation, and faith.
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