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Abstract

The objective of this article is to identify and validate the skill factors in religious and
worship education in the context of virtual learning for primary school students. This
study is qualitative and conducted through document analysis. Data were collected
from scientific articles and sources available in reputable databases, and the identified
skill components in religious education were validated using qualitative content
analysis and expert evaluations. The results of the study indicate that four primary
skills are critical in religious and worship education within the virtual learning context
for primary school students: communication skills, critical thinking skills, problem-
solving skills, and cognitive skills. These skills directly contribute to improving the
teaching and learning process in religious education in virtual spaces. Notably,
communication skills and the ability to critique religious teachings play a vital role in
creating an interactive environment and enhancing the understanding of religious
concepts among students. This study emphasizes the need to enhance the digital skills
of teachers and design educational content suited for the digital space in order to = . Isfahani, H., Seadatmand, Z., &
improve the quality of religious education in virtual learning. Additionally, creating  Baratali, M. (2025). Identification and Validation of
. . . L. L. . . Skill Factors in Religious and Worship Education in
interactive spaces for students and focusing on critical thinking and analysis skills e virtal Learning Environment for Primary
significantly helps in enhancing the understanding and application of religious School Cognition, Behavior, Learning, 2(1), 1-12.
teachings.

Keywords: Religious and worship education, virtual learning, communication skills,

critical thinking skills, problem-solving skills, cognitive skills, digital, religious

education.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

In the digital age, the integration of technology into education has revolutionized the way teaching and learning
occur. Particularly in the field of religious education, technology offers significant opportunities to enhance
the delivery of religious teachings, making them more accessible, engaging, and interactive. The use of digital
tools, such as online platforms and educational software, enables educators to reach students more effectively
and create a more dynamic learning environment. This is especially critical in primary education, where the
foundation of religious values and ethics is laid. Given this context, it is essential to identify the key skills
required for effective religious education in a virtual environment. Various studies have explored the role of
digital literacy and pedagogical strategies in improving the quality of education in the digital era. For example,
the work of Syafi'i (2025) emphasizes the importance of modernizing religious education to meet the
challenges of the digital world. Similarly, Suryanti (2025) discusses how digital literacy can foster character
development in students, making it an essential component of religious education in the digital era. However,
there is a need to further explore the specific skills that contribute to effective religious education in virtual
settings for primary school students.

Methods and Materials

The study adopted a qualitative research approach, focusing on identifying and validating the key skill factors
in religious education in the context of virtual learning for primary school students. Data were gathered through
the review and analysis of relevant academic articles, educational journals, and publications from reputable
databases. These sources were selected based on their relevance to the themes of digital literacy, religious
education, and virtual learning environments. Expert evaluation was used to validate the identified skill
components, ensuring that the findings accurately reflect the essential skills needed for effective religious
education in digital spaces. The research process involved a thorough examination of existing studies,
frameworks, and theories, with particular attention to those that address the integration of digital tools in
religious education. The findings were then subjected to analysis to identify patterns, trends, and key factors
that contribute to the successful implementation of virtual religious education.

Findings

The analysis revealed that four main skill categories are essential for effective religious education in the virtual
learning environment for primary school students: communication skills, critical thinking skills, problem-
solving skills, and cognitive skills.

1. Communication Skills: Effective communication is crucial in any educational setting, and it plays a
particularly important role in virtual religious education. In an online environment, where face-to-face
interaction is limited, teachers must employ various strategies to ensure clear communication. The
ability to convey religious teachings effectively through digital platforms enhances the student’s
engagement with the material. Communication skills in the virtual classroom also extend to building
relationships with students, facilitating discussions, and encouraging active participation. According
to previous studies, effective communication in digital education fosters better understanding and
creates an interactive learning environment, making it essential for religious educators to possess
strong digital communication abilities.
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2. Critical Thinking Skills: Developing critical thinking is a central goal of religious education, and it
becomes even more crucial in a virtual learning environment. Online learning platforms provide
opportunities for students to engage in critical reflection on religious teachings, challenge ideas, and
develop their own perspectives. Critical thinking allows students to evaluate religious concepts and
apply them to real-life situations. It encourages students to think analytically and engage in discussions
that promote deeper understanding. Previous research has shown that critical thinking enhances
students' ability to comprehend complex religious texts and ideas, leading to more meaningful and
reflective learning experiences.

3. Problem-Solving Skills: Problem-solving is another key skill identified in the study. In religious
education, problem-solving involves helping students navigate ethical dilemmas, understand moral
teachings, and apply religious principles to everyday challenges. The virtual classroom, with its
interactive tools and resources, provides an ideal platform for teaching problem-solving skills.
Teachers can present real-world scenarios and encourage students to work together to find solutions.
Problem-solving in religious education helps students to develop practical skills that they can use to
address personal and societal issues, making it an important component of their overall learning
experience.

4. Cognitive Skills: Cognitive skills, such as self-awareness, other-awareness, and religious insight, were
also identified as essential for effective religious education in the digital space. These skills enable
students to engage more deeply with religious content and understand the underlying principles and
values. Cognitive skills in religious education help students connect their learning to their own lives
and the world around them. For example, self-awareness helps students reflect on their own beliefs
and actions, while other-awareness allows them to appreciate the perspectives of others. Religious
insight, which involves the ability to understand the deeper meanings of religious texts and teachings,
is critical for fostering a strong foundation in religious values.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings of this study highlight the importance of several core skills for effective religious education in
virtual environments. Communication skills, critical thinking, problem-solving, and cognitive skills are all
vital for ensuring that religious education remains engaging, relevant, and meaningful for primary school
students in the digital age. These skills not only enhance the learning experience but also contribute to the
development of students' religious and moral character.

The significance of these findings aligns with previous studies that emphasize the role of digital literacy and
pedagogical strategies in enhancing religious education. For example, Syafi'i (2025) argues that modernizing
religious education through digital tools can help educators reach a broader audience and engage students more
effectively. Similarly, Suryanti (2025) emphasizes the importance of fostering character education through
digital literacy, which is central to religious education. The integration of these skills into virtual learning
environments can create an inclusive and dynamic platform for students to engage with religious teachings.
The results also underscore the need for teachers to be adequately trained in digital literacy and to develop the
necessary skills to teach effectively in virtual classrooms. As digital tools continue to evolve, religious
educators must adapt to these changes and find innovative ways to engage students. This includes using a
variety of teaching methods, such as interactive online discussions, multimedia resources, and collaborative
projects, to foster a deeper understanding of religious teachings.

In conclusion, this study provides valuable insights into the skills required for effective religious education in
virtual learning environments. By focusing on communication skills, critical thinking, problem-solving, and
cognitive skills, educators can enhance the quality of religious education and ensure that students develop a
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strong foundation in religious values. These findings contribute to the growing body of research on digital
religious education and provide a framework for designing effective teaching strategies for the digital age.
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