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Abstract

The present study aims to conduct a qualitative analysis of curriculum planning based
on urban rights learning. In terms of nature, this research is categorized as a
qualitative study, and from the perspective of data collection methods, it follows a
grounded theory—survey approach. Data were gathered through both library research
and semi-structured interviews with 20 experts and professors in the fields of
curriculum planning and law, selected using purposive sampling. Interviews
continued until the point of theoretical saturation and were interpreted using content
analysis techniques. The obtained data were analyzed through axial and comparative
coding, and both main and subcategories were extracted. To confirm validity, content
validity and expert opinions were employed. Furthermore, influential variables were
identified and sample adequacy was evaluated using exploratory factor analysis (with
orthogonal rotation) and confirmatory factor analysis. Ultimately, a comprehensive
and practical model of curriculum planning based on urban rights learning was
proposed—a model that can be implemented across all educational levels and
systems. According to the findings, 61 subcategories and 5 main categories were
extracted, including: education and awareness of urban legal literacy, human values
education, life skills training, education of social values and norms, and civic
participation. This model, by reducing structural errors, can serve as a foundation for
a significant transformation in school curricula.
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citizenship.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

In contemporary educational discourse, the integration of civic education—especially urban legal literacy—
into formal curriculum design has emerged as a vital priority in the effort to cultivate responsible, participatory,
and socially aware citizens. The complexities of urban life, rapid socio-political changes, and the increasing
demands on urban governance systems necessitate the development of educational programs that not only
transmit knowledge but also foster legal awareness, humanistic values, and civic responsibility. Within this
framework, curriculum planning based on urban legal literacy has gained prominence as a transformative
approach to aligning education with the realities and challenges of urban citizenship (Santrock, 2024; Sobhi,
2022).

Urban legal literacy refers to the awareness and understanding of legal rights, duties, and social norms required
for active civic participation in urban contexts. It is closely tied to the broader goals of citizenship education,
including social cohesion, justice, equity, and sustainability (Elliott, 2022; Enayati et al., 2012). However,
research has shown that current educational systems, particularly in countries like Iran, often lack a structured,
comprehensive, and multidisciplinary approach to teaching urban rights (Salehi, 2022). The absence of a
coherent curriculum results in inadequate civic awareness among youth, leading to various social and legal
challenges (Sobhi, 2022).

Against this backdrop, the present study aims to conduct a qualitative analysis of curriculum planning centered
on urban legal literacy. The study is theoretically grounded in constructivist learning theory, which emphasizes
the active role of learners in meaning-making processes through experiential, participatory, and contextually
rich engagements (Aviram, 2020; Seif, 2011). Social constructivism, in particular, highlights the importance
of interpersonal interaction in constructing knowledge, making it especially relevant for civic and legal
education (Bigler et al., 2020).

Moreover, the integration of multicultural education into urban legal literacy is seen as a pathway to enhancing
inclusive citizenship and social harmony in diverse societies. As argued by (Gavazi, 2008), civic education in
multicultural societies must account for ethnic, linguistic, and cultural pluralism. This approach not only
respects diversity but also reinforces democratic values and social justice. Legal literacy, in this sense, is not
merely a technical understanding of the law but a transformative competence that allows individuals to
critically engage with social structures and advocate for equitable change (Elliott, 2022; Rajagopalan, 2019).
The study also draws from the principles of autonomy-oriented education and emphasizes the need to empower
students to assume responsibility for their actions, understand their social and legal environment, and
participate in shaping it (Aviram, 2020). Furthermore, it reflects the growing consensus that life skills—such
as critical thinking, empathy, negotiation, and collaboration—must be embedded in legal and civic education
for it to be effective and sustainable (Gumbo, 2020; Hancock et al., 2024).

Curriculum theorists have long emphasized the importance of aligning educational objectives, content,
pedagogy, and assessment with the socio-political context of learners (Fathi Vajargah et al., 2014;
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Mehrmohammadi, 2014). In the case of urban legal education, this alignment requires a fundamental
rethinking of how curriculum is conceptualized and implemented at all levels of the education system. As
(Fenrich, 2024) notes, effective curriculum design for such complex and interdisciplinary subjects demands
the integration of up-to-date materials, collaborative teaching approaches, and ongoing evaluation
mechanisms.

In summary, this study seeks to address the current gap in curriculum planning for urban legal literacy by
offering a grounded, evidence-based, and contextually responsive model. By analyzing expert perspectives
through a qualitative lens, the research aims to articulate the key dimensions, components, and strategies
necessary for designing an effective curriculum framework that supports lifelong legal learning and active
civic engagement in urban societies.

Methods and Materials

The present study employed a qualitative research design grounded in the principles of Grounded Theory. Data
collection was carried out using semi-structured interviews with 20 purposively selected experts in curriculum
planning and urban law. Interviews continued until theoretical saturation was achieved. The analysis followed
a three-phase coding process: open coding to extract initial concepts, axial coding to identify relationships
among categories, and selective coding to integrate core themes. Validity was ensured through expert review
using content validity assessment. Exploratory and confirmatory factor analyses were also conducted to
support the credibility of the conceptual model. The final output was a five-dimensional model of curriculum
planning tailored to urban legal literacy learning.

Findings

Analysis of the data revealed five major categories and 61 sub-categories that collectively form the core
structure of the proposed curriculum model. The central phenomenon identified was legal literacy and
awareness, encompassing understanding legal rights, responsibilities, and the role of civic engagement in a
democratic society. This was supported by contextual and intervening categories such as education in human
and ethical values—which included concepts like justice, altruism, and civic responsibility—and education in
life skills, which emphasized the importance of social empathy, critical thinking, and group collaboration.
Another significant category was education in social norms and values, covering cultural respect, social
cohesion, and ethical behavior within the community. The final category, civic participation, captured
behavioral outcomes such as involvement in school governance, local decision-making, and broader political
engagement.

The model positions urban legal literacy at the center of an interactive system where ethical education, skill
development, and value internalization collectively foster a participatory, informed, and responsible citizenry.
Each category was further refined through iterative analysis and validated by domain experts, ensuring the
conceptual robustness and practical applicability of the framework.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings of this study underscore the importance of designing a curriculum that explicitly addresses urban
legal literacy as a standalone domain within the education system. Traditional educational frameworks often
overlook the need for legal and civic education, or relegate it to fragmented segments within other subjects.
This research proposes a holistic, five-dimensional model that encapsulates not only legal knowledge but also
the emotional, social, and behavioral competencies necessary for effective civic participation.

The inclusion of ethical and human values as a core component aligns with global trends in education that
emphasize the moral dimension of citizenship. Legal knowledge alone is insufficient without a corresponding
internalization of justice, respect, and responsibility. Similarly, life skills serve as enablers for translating legal
awareness into action. When students are equipped with the tools to navigate complex social interactions,
resolve conflicts, and empathize with others, they become more likely to engage constructively in civic life.
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The emphasis on social norms and values further situates legal literacy within the broader cultural and
communal context. Education in this domain not only promotes social cohesion but also prepares students to
navigate pluralistic societies. In multicultural settings, this becomes even more crucial, as students must learn
to respect diversity while participating in shared civic life.

Finally, the model culminates in civic participation, which is both the outcome and the ongoing process of
effective urban legal education. Participation is not merely a product of awareness; it is cultivated through
iterative, experiential learning processes that encourage students to apply their knowledge in real-world
contexts. By embedding opportunities for civic engagement within the curriculum—such as school councils,
community service, and participatory decision-making—educators can foster habits of active citizenship from
an early age.

In conclusion, the proposed model offers a comprehensive, culturally grounded, and practically viable
framework for curriculum planning in the domain of urban legal literacy. It moves beyond theoretical
abstraction to provide actionable insights for educators, policymakers, and curriculum developers. The
integration of ethical values, life skills, and participatory learning within a legal framework ensures that
students are not only knowledgeable about their rights and duties but are also empowered to act upon them.
This, in turn, contributes to the cultivation of socially responsible, legally literate, and civically engaged
citizens—essential pillars for sustainable urban development and democratic governance.
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