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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the foundations of moral education for elementary school students from a pragmatist perspective
to provide educational implications. The study examines moral education within the pragmatist school of thought. The data
collection method is based on library sources, and the similarities, differences, and methods of moral education in
pragmatism have been investigated. The findings indicate that fundamental aspects such as emphasis on children's individual
talents, fostering critical thinking, child-centered education, group learning, and the principle of continuity of experience are
among the similarities in moral education within pragmatism. In terms of methods, similarities such as rational education
and problem-solving, practical education, emphasis on teamwork, observation and study of nature, and playing with children
were identified. However, differences, such as the emphasis on memorization and repetition in pragmatism, were also
observed. Based on the findings, it can be concluded that there are both similarities and differences in the principles and
methods of moral education within the pragmatist school of thought. Therefore, to improve the conditions of moral education
in the elementary education system in Iran, certain educational methods from pragmatism can be utilized.
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The topic of education and its methods has long been a subject of human interest, holding significant
importance across various eras of human life. Scholars and thinkers from different societies have shouldered
the responsibility of educating human communities, and their efforts have continued to this day with
remarkable persistence (Forghani, 2017). The advancement of any progressive society depends on knowledge
and insight, and education is the guarantor of this insight, striving to fulfill the mission of spreading science,
strengthening intellect, and refining the souls of people. Despite the rapid pace of change and progress in
various fields of education, including the expansion of educational disciplines, transformation in educational
content, development of new teaching methods, and attention to psychological, sociological, and philosophical
issues related to education, there has been insufficient exploration of approaches and methods for moral and
value-based education (Kardan, 2015; Li et al., 2023; Wang, 2024). Therefore, attention to moral education
and its development is a global and human necessity. If we consider the school's duty to be the education of
the new generation and accept the comprehensiveness of the term "education,” which goes beyond the
development of children’s scientific personality, the function of the school extends beyond the distribution of
knowledge. In the age of information technology, the school's role in distributing knowledge has diminished,
and other functions, such as preparing for life, especially in general education periods, have become more
critical (Beheshti, 2011).

Moral education is one of the most important and fundamental aspects of education, but it requires extensive
scientific studies, both quantitative and qualitative. In our society, it is essential for experts to introduce a
model of ethical norms and approaches to enrich it further and recommend the application of its indicators in
primary school textbooks. Based on the critiques raised, many educators have sought new approaches and
methods for moral and value-based education. These methods should enable students to understand the real
meaning of texts, satisfy learners' interests and needs, allow learners to apply them in their lives, and attract
more listeners and enthusiasts. What is consciously done in school refers to purposeful and agentive learning
in the curriculum. This conscious activity is related to the curriculum, which includes the subject matter,
content, specific skills, and predetermined attitudes (Heidarizadeh, 2019).

Aghili (2020) also explored the principles governing the design of a desirable model for the moral education
curriculum in the primary education system of Iran, aiming to provide a prescriptive framework for designing
the moral education curriculum. The study showed that at the program approach level, participants emphasized
virtue ethics as the philosophical basis, character education, and competency orientation as the technical
orientation of the moral education curriculum. Additionally, the existence of concepts such as good habits,
praiseworthy traits, and moral virtues in educational system documents and a list of virtues and vices among
the goals and content of programs indicate that the current approach of the system is inclined towards virtue
ethics and character education. Moreover, the specific and transdisciplinary nature of moral education is such
that it cannot be limited to specific disciplines governing the school curriculum, which is based on scientific
classifications (Aghili, 2020).

On the other hand, it is necessary to avoid focusing solely on ethical goals and to move towards
operationalizing these goals by paying attention to the hierarchy of goals that start from ethical goals and end
with intermediate and specific goals. Various philosophical movements, each with the emergence of different
schools, have sought to develop and promote the boundaries of epistemology in different periods. Some, like
Descartes, used reason as a criterion to prove truth and reality. Others, such as Hume and John Locke,
emphasized experience. In this context, pragmatism emerged as a school of thought in epistemology regarding
the nature of truth and the rationality of beliefs (Kardan, 2015).

Pragmatism is a specific method for solving or evaluating intellectual problems and a theory about the types
of knowledge we are capable of acquiring. This school, known as pragmatism or the philosophy of action,
considers a proposition true if it has practical utility. In other words, truth is the meaning that the mind
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constructs to achieve better practical results. This point, which is not explicitly stated in any other philosophical
school, can be traced back to Hume's statements, where reason is considered the servant of human desires, and
beliefs are those that have faster practical results. As a result, the use of more practical solutions became highly
valued in this culture and was evaluated as a general belief. Pragmatism was well-represented in religious
beliefs, where individuals and schools like positivists considered it to have hidden value that reason could not
grasp. Therefore, according to pragmatism, humans cannot determine the truth or falsity of things a priori
because they do not have such a criterion in advance. From the perspective of pragmatism, the criterion of
truth is usefulness, benefit, and result, not conformity with objective reality.

Methods and Materials

The present study is descriptive in nature. The statistical population for the qualitative discussion includes all
books and scientific research articles in the fields of philosophy and education. For the quantitative discussion,
the validation of the population and sample of the studies includes experts specializing in moral education and
educational implications. Sampling in this study was purposive. Thus, nine teachers and students with
knowledge in moral education and educational implications were studied and examined. The main task of the
researcher in this study is to describe and explain the current state of phenomena without investigating the
causes of the phenomena under study. The researcher strives to provide an accurate and sometimes detailed
picture of the subject under study. Brady, in the context of comparative and international studies in the field
of education, refers to four stages.

1. Description Stage: In this stage, the researcher must describe the educational phenomena under study
based on evidence and information obtained from various sources through direct observation or the
study of documents and reports from others. According to Brady, the description stage is the stage of
note-taking and preparing sufficient information for examination in the next stage.

2. Interpretation Stage: This stage involves examining the information that the researcher has described
in the first stage. The analysis of information, according to Brady, should be based on the principles
and methods common in the social sciences.

3. Juxtaposition Stage: In this stage, the information examined in the first two stages is classified and
placed side by side, providing a framework for the next stage, which is the comparison of similarities
and differences in the educational phenomenon under study. According to Brady, in this stage, the
researcher can reach a research hypothesis.

4. Comparison Stage: In this stage, the "research problem,” which the researcher has briefly addressed
in the previous stages, especially in the juxtaposition stage, is precisely examined and compared based
on similarities and differences, and the hypothesis can be accepted or rejected.

The data collection tools in this study were written works, using index cards and special data classification
cards. After examining the relevant cases and concepts, the necessary points were recorded on the
corresponding cards, and the cards were placed in their respective categories and indices based on pre-
classified categories and indices.

In the examination and explanation of this topic, most of the activities were conducted through document
analysis and in an analytical and deductive manner, which is considered a library activity. Initially, a collection
of written works, including theses, books, etc., were examined. The necessary points were extracted and
classified, and then the analysis of concepts and the explanation of opinions and views were carried out with
the presentation of necessary points.

The collected data in various fields, goals, methods, and content surrounding each of the mentioned educational
schools were described in detail. The goal of data analysis is to gain a deeper understanding of the phenomenon
under study. Given that the present study is qualitative, after describing and analyzing the data related to each
educational school and extracting their main concepts, namely the three components of goal, content, and
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method in each of the educational schools under consideration, a comparison and analysis of each of them was
conducted to identify the points of divergence and convergence among them.

Findings

The findings of the study revealed that within the framework of pragmatism, education is seen as a dynamic
and interconnected process where interest or motivation forms the foundation of learning and deep thinking,
playing a central role. When an individual is interested in a subject, intrinsic motivation for learning is formed,
leading to self-discipline. As John Dewey emphasized, sustained discipline arises from purposefulness and
interest, not from external coercion. This interest not only guides learning but also transforms thinking from a
superficial and ineffective process to a deep and purposeful one, as the individual engages more actively in
analyzing and solving problems. In this context, self-discipline, stemming from interest, keeps the individual
on the path of logical and constructive thinking and helps them remain focused in the face of obstacles,
preventing mental dispersion. Thinking in pragmatism, however, is not merely a mental activity; it must be
linked with action and experience to go beyond mere memorization of information and become a tool for
solving real problems. This connection between science and action makes learning dynamic and practical, and
through the connection of education with daily life, it strengthens the student's interest. When learning arises
from experience and action, interest in it increases, and this interest, in turn, fuels discipline and deeper
thinking. Thus, in pragmatism, a reciprocal cycle is formed in which interest, discipline, thinking, and the
relationship between science and action feed and reinforce each other; an approach that, by moving away from
traditional methods based on memorization and imposed discipline, provides a learner-centered model that
places intrinsic motivation and connection with real life at the heart of the educational process.

The study also highlighted that the relationship between science and action is considered one of the
fundamental principles in pragmatism, serving as the starting point of a complex and dynamic network of
relationships between educational variables. This relationship is based on the idea that learning should not be
abstract and separate from reality but should be shaped through practical experience and interaction with the
real world. When students engage with concepts through action and experience, education becomes more
meaningful for them, and this meaningfulness directly affects their interest or motivation. For example, when
a scientific concept is taught in the context of a real experiment or project, the student not only understands it
better but also becomes interested in learning it because they see its connection to their daily life. This interest,
which acts as an internal driving force, creates motivation that drives the individual towards deeper thinking.
The relationship between science and action, as a driving foundation, both directly strengthens thinking and,
by creating interest, sets off a chain of deep thinking and self-discipline; because experiential learning related
to life sparks interest and intrinsic motivation, and this interest leads to active thinking and sustained discipline.
This process ultimately leads to deep learning, i.e., lasting and practical understanding, and success, meaning
solving real problems, and by creating a feedback loop, it reinforces interest again, making education a
dynamic and meaningful experience.

Furthermore, the study identified Dewey's stages of thinking as a cyclical and experience-based model for
problem-solving and learning in pragmatism. This model starts with action and experience, where the
individual interacts with the real world, and this interaction serves as the basis for learning. In the next stage,
a problem is encountered; because experience is often accompanied by obstacles or questions that prompt the
individual to think. This encounter is the main stimulus for entering the information-gathering stage, where
the individual searches, observes, and analyzes data to gain a better understanding of the problem. Then, in the
solution-finding stage, the individual uses the gathered information to design hypotheses or possible answers.
These solutions are implemented in the solution-implementation stage and tested in practice to assess their
effectiveness. The key point of this model is the existence of a continuous and flexible cycle; if the
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implemented solution is not successful or creates new problems, the individual returns to the information-
gathering stage and repeats the process.

The study also found that John Dewey's approach to education in pragmatism is based on principles such as
child-centeredness, continuity of experience, interaction, social control, freedom, and goal-setting, which turn
learning into an experience-based, dynamic, and life-related process. Child-centeredness organizes education
around the needs and interests of the child and considers the teacher as a facilitator of their growth, while the
continuity of experience links learning to the connection between past, present, and future and ensures
continuous growth. Interaction, by emphasizing the balance between the individual's internal conditions and
the external environment, creates a rich and real experience. These principles, by strengthening intrinsic
motivation, creativity, and preparation for social life, take education out of a mechanical and imposed state
and give students the opportunity for active participation. However, this approach also has challenges that
make its implementation complex. Freedom and child-centeredness may lead to disorder or neglect of essential
skills if the teacher cannot provide the necessary structure and guidance. Continuity and interaction require
careful curriculum design and high teacher skill in adapting content to the diverse experiences of students,
otherwise, it may lead to monotony or inefficiency. Social control and goal-setting, although they strengthen
cooperation and autonomy, if mismanaged, can limit individual freedom or lead to immature choices.
Additionally, the study highlighted that child-rearing methods in John Dewey's pragmatism focus on
experience-based and active child activities and include methods such as problem-solving, practical,
experimental, play-based, group work, and opposition to memorization and repetition. The problem-solving
method links learning to the scientific process of discovering and modifying situations and strengthens critical
thinking, while the practical method, by emphasizing tangible activities, fosters deep understanding and
practical skills. The experimental method, by creating a structured environment for experience, promotes
curiosity and real knowledge. These methods, by placing the child at the center of learning, transform education
from an abstract state to a living and meaningful experience. Play-based and group work education highlight
the social and creative aspects of education. Play strengthens motivation, cooperation, and the overall
development of the child and makes the school environment enjoyable, while group work expands social
interaction and responsibility and fosters thinking in a collective context. Dewey's opposition to memorization
and repetition emphasizes the child's discovery of truth and distances itself from mechanical learning. These
approaches, by fostering creativity, intellectual independence, and preparation for collective life, have many
strengths and are aligned with the needs of the modern world. However, these methods also have challenges
that must be considered. Implementing problem-solving, practical, and experimental methods requires time,
resources, and high teacher skill and may be ineffective in low-resource environments or for children with
different abilities. Play and group work, if not well-guided, may deviate from educational goals, and the
complete rejection of memorization and repetition may disrupt the learning of basic concepts.

Finally, the study showed that education in the pragmatist school, based on John Dewey's view, is designed as
an interconnected system that includes physical-bodily, artistic, moral, and intellectual goals. These goals, by
emphasizing experience-based and individual interaction with the environment, pursue the comprehensive
growth of students and prepare them for active and responsible life in society. The pragmatist approach is
based on the idea that learning should occur through practical experience, and the skills learned should be
aligned with the real needs of life. Physical goals, through sports activities and group games, contribute to
physical health and social skills, while artistic goals foster creativity, self-expression, and critical thinking.
Moral goals, by emphasizing democratic values and self-governance, encourage students to ethical judgment
and responsibility. Finally, intellectual goals, by developing reasoning, problem-solving, and outcome
prediction skills, help achieve other goals. Each of these goals, while having strengths such as fostering social
skills, creativity, and critical thinking, faces challenges such as the need for appropriate resources, difficulty
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in assessing progress, and the risk of imbalance between different aspects of learning. The overall analysis of
this approach shows that pragmatism provides a dynamic and experience-based educational system that
prepares students for social life and facing real challenges. However, for its effective implementation, the local
conditions of the educational system must be considered, and solutions such as integrating theoretical and
practical education, empowering teachers in experimental methods, and designing combined evaluation criteria
should be provided.

Discussion and Conclusion

The aim of the present study was to analyze the foundations of moral education for elementary school students
from the perspective of pragmatism to provide educational implications. In explaining the findings of the
present study, it can be said that in discussing how to conduct moral education, it is necessary to focus on the
moral education curriculum. However, in the formal and public education system of Iran, despite many
emphases on moral education, there is no formal (approved) moral education curriculum. In the prevailing
view, moral education is not a disciplinary subject like mathematics that has a specific curriculum, textbook,
and educational package. Moral education is considered a broad and pervasive process that should be
manifested in all aspects of school life. Experiences related to moral education are not specific and special. In
other words, it is a meta-subject or a meta-program. Therefore, it cannot necessarily be presented as a subject.
There is evidence to support this claim. First, there are independent goals of moral education in the overall
goals of the formal and public education system. The meaning and implication of such goals are that moral
education should be manifested in all aspects of school life. For this reason, no specific subject equivalent is
seen for moral education in all grades. This understanding also exists among experts that moral education is
not a subject. Another evidence for the meta-subject nature of moral education is the tendency of primary
school curricula towards an integrated approach. Ethical values, moral themes, and topics have been considered
in most textbooks and curricula of primary education. This tendency has a long history in Iran's curricula.
Many studies have also monitored and reported the existence of ethical values in textbooks. The lack of order
and coordination in the meta-curriculum of moral education can also be examined from another aspect. The
meta-curriculum is a framework that organizes all school experiences of students. Therefore, the distinction
between "teaching™" and "education,”" which is fundamentally accepted in the formal and public education
system, can indicate another type of lack of coordination in the meta-curriculum. Generally, conventional
curricula are responsible for the "teaching" aspect and focus on defined subjects, and extracurricular activities,
which are generally known as educational activities, are responsible for the “education™ aspect. There is no
coordination between these two aspects, which are independent in terms of structure in the formal and public
education system of Iran and have separate programs and responsibilities and specific forces. The approved
ethical goals imply that both "teaching” and "educational” structures should move in line with achieving these
goals inthe school, i.e., they should have a unified approach, but despite this expectation, there is no framework
for coordination and unified approach of these two structures. In summary, it can be said that moral education
from the perspective of pragmatism is the most important ontological principle in the philosophy of
pragmatism, which is the principle of change, according to which everything in the world is in a state of change
and transformation. The process of education, following the principle of change, is a variable and indeterminate
matter and changes according to the requirements of each era and society. Education, according to this school,
is the reconstruction or reorganization of experience, which adds meaning to experience and enhances the
ability to guide the path of subsequent experience. They seek education within education itself and consider
determining the ultimate goal of education as futile. Education, in their view, is life itself, not preparation for
life, and since the process of life is constantly changing, choosing a fixed goal for education limits the process
of growth. Pragmatism proposes a series of principles and methods for the education of children. The results
of this study are consistent with the findings obtained in previous studies.
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The results of the study can be said that essentially any topic that the researcher selects and collects data in line
with it has applications at various levels, including individual, social, political, economic, and cultural activities
in human life. In other words, it is capable of accelerating or slowing down some developments, but some
topics have very important and fundamental functions and results in human destiny, including topics that have
such a position. Moral education and the factors influencing its formation are among them because the
education of people has a significant impact on the happiness or misery and misfortune of a society.
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