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Abstract

This study aimed to design a blended curriculum for developing entrepreneurship skills among
sixth-grade elementary students. The study employed an exploratory mixed-methods design
with emphasis on the qualitative phase. Participants included experts in curriculum planning,
entrepreneurship education, elementary education, and educational technology who were
selected through purposive and snowball sampling. Data were collected using semi-structured
interviews and continued until theoretical saturation was reached. The data were analyzed
using grounded theory procedures, including open, axial, and selective coding, to extract the
main dimensions and components of the blended entrepreneurship curriculum. The inferential
analysis of qualitative data identified the core category as “designing and implementing a skill-
oriented blended entrepreneurship curriculum based on active and project-based learning.” The
final model consisted of six major dimensions: skill-oriented objectives, situated and realistic
content, active teaching strategies, project-based and practical learning activities, formative

and performance-based assessment, and implementation and support requirements. The

findings indicated that the effectiveness and feasibility of the curriculum depend on the oy to cite: Mahmoudi, H., Tasdighi, F., Aslani,

alignment of measurable skill-based objectives, contextualized content, facilitative teacher G- Senobari, M. (2026). Designing a Blended
Curriculum for Entrepreneurship Skills for Sixth-

roles, transparent assessment criteria, school and family support, simple educational resources,  Grade Elementary Students. Cognition, Behavior,

L . . . . . . Learning, 3(5), 1-21.

and localization of learning experiences. The designed blended curriculum provides apractical,

localized, and school-compatible framework for fostering entrepreneurship skills in sixth-grade

elementary students. It can support the integration of face-to-face learning, practical

experience, and simple digital tools in elementary entrepreneurship education.

Keywords: Curriculum, Entrepreneurship Skills, Blended Curriculum, Project-Based
Learning, Elementary Education, Sixth Grade.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Entrepreneurship education has increasingly become a central component of educational reform because
contemporary societies require learners who can identify opportunities, solve problems creatively, manage
uncertainty, collaborate effectively, and transform ideas into value-producing actions. In this broader
educational sense, entrepreneurship is not limited to business formation; rather, it refers to a cluster of
cognitive, social, emotional, behavioral, and practical competencies that prepare learners for active
participation in personal, social, and economic life. The importance of entrepreneurship education is especially
evident in elementary education, where children’s attitudes toward initiative, responsibility, creativity,
cooperation, and self-efficacy begin to take shape. Research has emphasized that effective entrepreneurship
education must move beyond theoretical instruction and should focus on developing measurable
entrepreneurial competencies such as opportunity recognition, creativity, innovation, communication,
teamwork, calculated risk-taking, persistence, decision-making, and resource management (Bauman & Lucy,
2021; Tittel & Terzidis, 2020). In addition, entrepreneurship education can promote entrepreneurial mindset
and intention when it helps learners perceive themselves as capable of acting on ideas and creating value in
real contexts (Mukhtar et al., 2021). Creativity is also a key outcome of entrepreneurship education,
particularly when learning experiences inspire learners, stimulate curiosity, and provide opportunities for
experimentation and idea generation (Wang et al., 2022). Recent studies have further highlighted the role of
emotional intelligence, social intelligence, passion, grit, and self-efficacy in strengthening entrepreneurial
growth and readiness for action (Adeosun & Aruleba, 2025; Tarrats-Pons, 2025). From a curriculum
perspective, entrepreneurship education requires coherent objectives, age-appropriate content, active teaching
strategies, practical learning activities, and performance-based assessment. Studies on entrepreneurship
curriculum development have shown that content must be aligned with learners’ developmental characteristics,
disciplinary needs, and contextual realities (Afeli & Adunlin, 2022). Similarly, models designed to stimulate
entrepreneurial skills emphasize the importance of contextualized, socially responsive, and activity-oriented
learning environments (Olutuase et al., 2023). In the Iranian educational context, previous evidence has
shown that career guidance and entrepreneurship components in sixth-grade and lower-secondary textbooks
are not sufficiently coherent, continuous, or operationalized for systematic skill development (Dehaghan,
2021). Therefore, designing a blended entrepreneurship curriculum for sixth-grade students can address an
important curricular gap. Blended learning is particularly relevant because it combines face-to-face interaction,
practical classroom activities, and simple digital tools to create flexible and engaging learning opportunities.
Systematic evidence ononline and blended entrepreneurship education indicates that educational technologies
can support simulation, interaction, feedback, personalization, and analysis of learning behavior (Chen et al.,
2021). Interactive and virtual training environments can also improve practice-based learning and support the
development of educational competencies when they are purposefully designed (Delamarre et al., 2021).
More recent literature on digital entrepreneurship education has emphasized the need to reduce digital learning
gaps, strengthen institutional support, and design innovative strategies that are pedagogically meaningful rather
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than merely technology-driven (Chotisarn & Phuthong, 2026). The growth of artificial intelligence has also
expanded discussions about the future of entrepreneurship education by emphasizing personalized learning,
idea development, opportunity analysis, and intelligent feedback mechanisms (Elsa et al., 2026; Thottoli et
al., 2025). However, in elementary education, digital tools must be simple, safe, low-cost, and
developmentally appropriate. The role of teachers and school leadership is also fundamental. Entrepreneurship
education requires teachers who can act as facilitators, guide group work, provide formative feedback,
encourage experimentation, and support students in transforming ideas into small practical projects.
Educational leadership can create supportive school cultures and provide the conditions needed for
implementation (Yasmeen, 2025). International evidence from vocational and professional education also
shows that entrepreneurship education is more effective when it connects curriculum, practical experience,
institutional support, and real-life contexts (Rixon et al., 2026; Widodo et al., 2025). Furthermore, social
entrepreneurship education highlights the need to teach responsibility, empathy, cooperation, and social value
creation, particularly through small projects that connect learners with school and community needs (Tatpuje
et al., 2025). Entrepreneurial growth is also influenced by social institutions and real business experiences,
which indicates that entrepreneurship education should not be separated from the learner’s social environment
(Winarno et al.,, 2025). Accordingly, the present study aimed to design a blended curriculum for
entrepreneurship skills for sixth-grade elementary students.

This study was conducted using an exploratory mixed-methods approach with primary emphasis on the
qualitative phase. The qualitative component was selected because the development of a blended
entrepreneurship curriculum required the extraction of deep, context-sensitive dimensions and components
from the experiences and viewpoints of experts. The participants consisted of university faculty members,
curriculum specialists, entrepreneurship education experts, elementary education specialists, educational
technology experts, assessment specialists, school administrators, and experienced teachers familiar with skill-
based and entrepreneurship-related educational activities. Participants were selected through purposive
sampling, and snowball sampling was used to identify additional information-rich experts. Data collection
continued until theoretical saturation was reached; that is, the final interviews no longer generated new core
concepts, categories, or conceptual relationships. The main data collection instrument was a semi-structured
interview protocol designed to explore the objectives, content, teaching methods, learning activities,
assessment strategies, and implementation requirements of a blended entrepreneurship curriculum for sixth-
grade students. Interviews were conducted after obtaining informed consent, recorded, transcribed, and
analyzed systematically. Data analysis followed grounded theory procedures. In the open coding stage, key
statements were extracted from the interview transcripts and transformed into initial codes. In the axial coding
stage, related codeswere grouped into categories and subcategories. In the selective coding stage, the central
category was identified and the relationships among the major curriculum elements were integrated into a final
conceptual model. To ensure rigor, the coding process was reviewed repeatedly, the emergence of new codes
was monitored across interviews, and the stability of categories was checked in the final confirmatory
interviews.

The analysis of expert interviews led to the extraction of a coherent model for a blended entrepreneurship skills
curriculum for sixth-grade elementary students. The core category identified in the study was “designing and
implementing a skill-oriented blended entrepreneurship curriculum based on active and project-based
learning.” This core category reflected the central logic of the model: entrepreneurship education at the
elementary level should be designed as a practical, participatory, age-appropriate, and context-based learning
experience rather than as a purely theoretical subject. The final model consisted of six major dimensions. The
first dimension was skill-oriented objectives. Experts emphasized that objectives should be measurable,
developmentally appropriate, and focused on skills such as creativity, opportunity recognition, problem-
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solving, teamwork, responsibility, decision-making, self-confidence, and management of limited resources.
The second dimension was situated and realistic content. The content should be linked to students’ everyday
experiences, school life, family context, local examples, simple financial concepts, and real-life problems that
children can understand. The third dimension was active teaching methods. The findings showed that
traditional lecture-based instruction is insufficient for entrepreneurship education and should be replaced with
facilitative, participatory, inquiry-based, experiential, and problem-based teaching. The fourth dimension was
project-based and practical learning activities. Experts highlighted the need for short, simple, feasible, and
product-oriented projects, such as designing a small class activity, preparing a poster, role-playing a market
situation, managing a classroom resource, or developing a simple idea for solving a school-related problem.
The fifth dimension was formative and performance-based assessment. Assessment should not rely only on
final scores; rather, it should include observation, portfolios, student products, process evaluation, self-
reflection, peer feedback, and clear performance criteria. The sixth dimension was implementation and support
requirements. Successful implementation requires teacher facilitation, principal support, parental awareness,
realistic scheduling, simple instructional resources, low-cost digital tools, and localization of activities.
Overall, the findings indicated that the proposed curriculum is structured around the integration of objectives,
content, methods, activities, assessment, and implementation conditions.

The findings of this study indicate that a blended entrepreneurship curriculum for sixth-grade students must be
designed as an integrated and operational curriculum rather than as a set of scattered activities or general
recommendations. The extracted model shows that entrepreneurship skills can be developed effectively when
objectives are skill-based, content is meaningful and contextualized, teaching methods are active, activities are
practical and project-oriented, assessment is formative and performance-based, and implementation conditions
are realistically considered. One of the most important implications of the findings is that entrepreneurship
education in elementary school should be understood as life-skill education. At this level, the goal is not to
train business owners but to cultivate learners who can think creatively, recognize simple opportunities,
collaborate with peers, manage small tasks, make responsible decisions, and transform ideas into concrete
actions. The emphasis on blended learning also suggests that digital tools can enrich the learning process when
they are used purposefully and moderately. In the proposed model, technology is not the center of the
curriculum; rather, it serves as a supportive tool for simulation, feedback, reflection, and engagement. This is
particularly important for elementary education, where excessive dependence on complex technologies may
reduce feasibility and weaken the social and experiential nature of learning. The study also highlights the
decisive role of teachers. The teacher in this curriculum is not merely a transmitter of information but a
facilitator of active learning, group interaction, reflection, and gradual skill development. Therefore, teacher
preparation is essential for successful implementation. Another key implication is the importance of school
and family support. Without coordination, time allocation, managerial support, and parental understanding,
even a well-designed curriculum may remain at the level of theory. The proposed model responds to a
documented gap in the sixth-grade curriculum by offering a localized, feasible, and developmentally
appropriate framework for entrepreneurship education. It provides a practical basis for curriculum planners,
elementary teachers, educational policymakers, and school administrators who seek to integrate
entrepreneurship skills into elementary education. In conclusion, the blended curriculum designed in this study
can serve as a structured and operational framework for fostering entrepreneurship skills among sixth-grade
elementary students by connecting face-to-face learning, practical experience, performance-based assessment,
and simple digital supportwithin the real conditions of schools.
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